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Request 
For 

Continued Examination (RCE) 
Transmittal 

Address to: 
Mall Stop RCE 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
.Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Attorney Docket Number 



09/339,506 



June 24, 1999 



Manbew B. Hansen 



2877 



a Lee 



1857.1460000 



This (8 a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 1.114 of the above-ldentffled application. 

Request for Continued Examination (RCE) pradlce under 37 CFR 1.114 does not apply to any utility or plant appl[catk>n filed prior to June S, 
1995. Of to any deslgr^ application, See Instructton Sheet for RCEg (not to be submitted to the USPTQ) on p$ae 2. 



T LSubrnlsslon required under 37j^FR 1.1 14 Noia: If the RCE te proper, any prevtouaiy filed uflentered annendtnente and 
emendnients enclosed with RCE will be entered In the order In which they were Hied unless applicant instructs otherwise. If 
applicant does not wish to have any previously filed unentered amendment(3) entered, applicant must request non^ntry of such 
amendment(3). 

I I Provloualy submitted, if a final Office aoUon l£ outfitandlfig, any amdndnrtei^tfi filed aflar the final Office aotktn may be 
' — ' confildered ad a Qubrril$$lon oven If thia box la not chedced. 



b. d 
I. 



n Consider Ihe arguments in the Appeal Brief or Rely Brief previously filed on 
LJ Olher 



Enclosed 

I I Amendment/Raply 
ri. Q Affldav?t(3)/Declaratlon(s) 



liL Information Dtacloaum Staiameni (ID$) 



Miscellaneous 



a. □ 
□ 
Fees) 

a. □ 



Suspension of action on the abov»-ldentlfled application la mquasted under 37 CFR 1.103(c) f6r a 
period of . months, (Penod of wwns^on shall not exceed 3 rnomns: Fe« under 37 CFR 1 .17(1) raau'rod) 
Other 

The RCE fee under 37 CFR 1.17(e) (s required by 37 CFR 1.1 14 when the RC€ Is died. 

The Direcldr l$ hereby euthgrlTod te cheiige the following feee, or credit eny overpayments, to 

Deposit Account No. 19^0036 

□ 



IT. 



□ 
□ 



RCE fee required under 37 CFR 1.17(a) 
Extension of time fee (37 CFR 1.136 and 1.17) 
Other 



Check In the amount of $ _ 



enclosed 



n 

c. Payment tyy credit card (Form PTO-203B andoood) 

WARNING: Informatfon on this form may become pubDc. CradK card Information should not 
be Included on tMs form. Provide credit card Information and authorization on PTO>203B. 











^TUfiCOf^APFUQANT^ATTORNeY, OH AG^NT REQUIRED 


Name (Prtnl/T^) 




n D. Eisei^ 




RegfstBtfon No. (Attcm^w^sv^) J 43.447 


, 5/gnafvfe 













y\ CERVFiCATE OF MAfLING OR TRANSMISSION f ^ 


1 hereby canify that tN^ 
addraaaad to: Mall Gtaj 
otneaonthedate she* 


^ccirfeypondance 13 1 
) RCE. Camfnlsaloqg 


^a^dipoaltad wnh lh« Unllad states Postat Service wflh sufficlvnl postage as first dasa mal In sn envalopa 
;jBfPBtBnba. P. O. Box 1450, Alexendrla, VA 22313-14S0 arfBcalmlla tranamlttad to die U.S. Patent and Trademafk 


Waijw (Plitii/TypB) 




Signature 


1 Pate 1 



Tills oollecdon of Irrfbnnatlon la required by 37 CFR 1.1 14. The InformaUon la requtrea to obtain or relaln a banaflt by the puUlc wtilcn Ib to fte (and oy ihe USPTQ 
to proceaa) «n appllcfidon. Confldanilality Is governed by 35 U.S.C. 1ZZ and 37 CFR 1.14. thl» coltQctJon la estimated to take 12 minutes to complets. including 
gethednfl. pneoartno. and submitting the complstod app(lcatlOr> form la Ihe USPTO. Time win vary depetidlng upon the Individual case. Any comments on the 
amount of Urns you require to complete this fomt and/or suggeatlora for reducing fNa burden, ehoutd be sent 10 the Cnlef InfornieUon Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark OHlce, U.S. Departmerrt of Commeroe. P.O. fioK 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OA COMPLETED FORMS TO THtS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: «lQil Stop RCS, CommlMlonor for P^ilants. P.O, Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-14S0. 

tryoti naatf $$$!$mo$ in eompfeflrtj th^ form, G&Jl 1'B00'PTO^199 and seloct option 2. 
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Approved for um through 07/31 /2Q06, 0MB 0661 -0031 
...... . . U-S. Patent end Trademark Offlce: as, DBPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Under {he Paperwork Reducdon Act 0* 1895, no poreorw are required \0 rwpond to a OOHOCUon of Inlbrmallon uniesa It COfttalrts a vaBd 0MB corrtr^ riumbor 




NOTES: 

An RCE is not a new application, and filing an RCE will not result In an application being acoorxled a new filing 
date. 

Filing Quallflcatlons: 

The application must be a utility or plant application filed on or after June 8, 1995. The application cannot be a 
provisional application, a utility or plant application filed before June 8. 1995, a design application, or a patent 
under reexamination. See 37 CFR 1.114(e). 

Filing Requlrementei 

ProsGcation fn t/ie application must be ptosed. Prosecution is closed If the application rs under appeal, or tha 
last Office action i$ a final action, a notice of allowance, or an action that othenvlse closes prosecution In the 
appUcation (e.g., an Office action under Ex parte Quayle). See 37 CFR 1.1 14(b). 

A submission and a fee are required at tha tima the RCE Is filed, \f reply to an Office action under 35 U.S.C. 
132 is outstanding (e.g., the application is under final rejection), the submission must meet the reply requirements 
of 37 CFR 1,111. If there is no outstanding Office action, the submission can be an Information disclosure 
statement, an amendment, new arguments, or new evidence, See 37 CFR 1.114(c). The submission may be a 
previously filed amendment (e.g., an amendment after final rejection). 



WARNINGS: 

Request for Susdenalon of Action: 

All RCE filing requirements must be met before suspension of action is granted. A request for a suspension of 
action under 37 CFR 1.103(c) does noj satisfy the submission requirement and does not permit the filing of the 
required submission to be suspended. 

Impfopar RCE will NOT toll Anv Time Period: 

Before Appeal - If the RCE is improper (e.g., prosecution in the application Is not closed or the submission or 
fee has not been filed) and the application is not under appeal, the time period set forth In the last Office action 
will continue to run and the application will be abandoned after the statutory time period has expired if a reply to 
the Office action is not timely filed. No additional time will be given to corrBct the improper RCE. 

Under Appeal - If the RCE Is improper (e.g., the submission or the fee has not bean filed) and the application is 
under appeal, the improper RCE is effective to withdraw the appeal. Withdrawal of the appeal results in the 
allowance or abandonment of the application depending on the status of the claims. If there are no allowed 
claims, the application rs abandoned. If there Is at least one allowed claim, the application will be passed to Issue 
on the allowed clalm(s). See MPEP 1215,01. 



See MPEP 7D6.07(h) for further Information on the RCE practfce. 



Pago 2 of 2 



PAGE 8/16' RCVD AT 51512004 3:09:56 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPT(}{FXRF-212< DNIS:7463258' CSiD:202 371 2540* DURATION (inin-ss):04-26 



